ahead of other segments. Dates before 2000 are
written as 3 digits with the initial “1” dropped, as in
997 for 1997. Dates from 2000 and after are written
with 4 digits. In summary, numbers without a dash
(or are “blank”) are filed first, followed by dates, then
letters, then numbers. Remember it alphabetically:
blanks, dates, letters, and numbers. The following
SuDoc numbers are in order:

S1.2:B 19

S 1.2:B 19/956
S1.2:B 19/A
S1.2:B 19/2

The SuDoc number is found on U.S. government
publications

in the upper left corner or

on the spine of bound volumes or

on the upper left corner of the inside front cover or
on the upper left corner of a microfiche.
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The Superintendent of Documents
(SuDocs) Classification System

is designed to group together publications by the
same government author. The purpose of this
system is to uniquely identify, logically relate, and
physically arrange each publication so that all
publications of a single agency or department may
be found together. However, because the
classification system is based on the current
organizational status of the government author, it
changes as the organizational structure of the
federal government changes. Thus, publications of
some issuing agencies may be located in different
places in the system. For example, FEMA (Federal
Emergency Management Agency) was an
independent government agency prior to the
creation of the Department of Homeland Security
and its publications started with “FEM 1”. After it
became a subordinate agency within the
Department of Homeland Security, FEMA’s SuDocs
author symbols changed to “HS 5”.

The Superintendent of Documents at the U.S.
Government Printing Office assigns SuDoc numbers
to every U.S. Government document.


http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/pubs/explain.html
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/pubs/explain.html

Parts of a SuDocs Class Number

C 3.223/21:989
\ \

Class Stem :Book Number
\
Author Symbol.Series Designation:

The Class Stem consists of the Author Symbol
(before the period) and the Series Designation (after
the period but before the colon). The Book Number
follows the colon. In this example, the author is the
U.S. Census Bureau (C 3). The series designation
can stand for annual reports, general publications,
bulletins, circulars, laws, regulations, rules,
instructions, press releases, maps and charts,
posters, forms, directories, bibliographies or
handbooks, manuals, and guides. The book number
in this example is the year of revision, 1989.

To find or shelve publications using the SuDocs
Classifications System:

Step 1: Start with the first letter then any letters that
may follow. For example, “A” comes before “AE”.
Each executive department, independent agency,
the judiciary and Congress are assigned a unique
alphabet character or characters. “A” represents the
Agriculture Department; “NAS” is for NASA, “JU” for
the Judiciary, and “X” and “Y” for the Congress. The
SuDocs number for all agencies within the
Commerce Department begins with the letter “C”.

Step 2: Publications with the same first letter(s) are
arranged by the number before the period. Thatis
not a decimal point. To distinguish subordinate
agencies within the department, numbers are added
after the initial letter(s). For example, the Census
Bureau is “C 3” and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration is “C 55”. Both
subordinate agencies are under the umbrella of the
Commerce Department. To place them in the right
order, cover everything to the right of the period.

Step 3: Next, arrange the SuDoc numbers using the
number(s) after the period, but before the colon. For
example, C 3.12:989 is shelved before C 3.119:989
since numerically 12 comes before 119. Sometimes
the number after the period is followed by a slash
(“/") and another number or letter, e.g. C 59.11/A:
996. Documents without a slash are shelved before
those with a slash. For example, D 101.12:990 is
shelved before D 101.12/3:990. Moreover, the
number after the slash may even be followed by a
dash and another number. In that case, numbers
without a dash are shelved before numbers with a
dash. For example, C 3.223/21:989 is filed before
C 3.223/21-2:990.

Step 4: After the colon, arrange SuDoc numbers
numerically or alphabetically/numerically by the
numbers and letters after the colon. When the
number is divided by “/” slash marks, shelve by the
first segment, then the second, and so on. When
the second segment is a date, shelve the date



